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The Law School. — Several unexpected changes in the conduct of 
courses in the School have been necessitated by the ill health of Professor 
Williston. By the advice of his physician, Professor Williston will remain 
away for the remainder of the School year. His absence is much to be 
regretted, for by the thorough character of his work and his geniality of 
manner he has won the high regard of both the Faculty and the students. 
Of the courses which he conducted, Professor Ames has taken Bills and 
Notes for the remainder of the year, and First Year Contracts tempo- 
rarily. The latter course is to be turned over on the ist of February to 
Mr. George Rublee of last year's graduating class. Professor Beale has 
taken charge of Civil Procedure. With Mr. Rublee's coming, Professor 
Ames will reassume charge of Suretyship, which Professor Langdell has 
conducted in his stead since Professor Williston's absence. 



Lord Blackburn. — The greatest English common law judge of recent 
years, died on January 8, at his country place in Ayrshire, Scotland. 
He resigned his office as one of the Lords of Appeal in Ordinary in 
1888, and it has been understood that his health has since been grad- 
ually failing. He was a Scotchman, born in 18 13, educated at Eton, and 
at Trinity College, Cambridge, where he was eighth wrangler in 1835. 
In 1838 he received the degree of M. A., and in the same year was 
called to the bar at the Inner Temple, and joined the Northern Circuit. 
In 1845 he published his admirable little treatise on "The Effect of the 
Contract of Sale on the Legal Rights of Property and Possession in 
Goods, Wares, and Merchandize." This is almost a model text-book ; 
it has had a great influence in shaping the law, and it forms the basis of 
Benjamin's book, in those parts of the subject which it covers. Lord 
Blackburn said of this little book in 1883, in a private letter, that it 
" was written when I had literally nothing else to do, as I had then no 
business at all. I took great pains with it, more as a means of teaching 
myself than with any hope of making a valuable book : but now, after 
considerable experience, I am pleased to find how little I should alter, 



